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Aspire to Greatness

R.E. in
st Stephen’s
School!
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Context of the School

12 classes including nursery

30% FSM and serves 2 of the most deprived wards in Preston
49% EAL

Faith based context — church, new mosque, Sikh Gurdwara, Hindu
temple and Buddhist community in the area. Faith communities
supportive of one another.

Controlled C of E school with a distinctively Christian character
322 pupils — 1 and half form entry
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© % R.E. Curriculum

The school teaches Christianity units from the Diocesan Syllabus and
units from the Lancashire Agreed Syllabus so that the children receive
teaching about faiths within the area as well as learn more of Christian
beliefs and traditions.

There are 3 enrichment days (around Festival times) within the year
which enable the school’s predominant faith communities to deepen the
children's understanding of Christianity, Hinduism and Islam. Around

these days the school invites members of the community to lead
workshops and there are enriching activities for the children.

Visits to places of faith take place throughout the year and we organise a
visiting speaker or visit for each unit of work in R.E.
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Lower Junior work on
Hinduism

Autumn Term Enrichment Day for the whole school —
Diwali. The Hinduism units are explored amidst the
whole school celebrations where children experience
the awe and wonder within communities. In Lower
Juniors, they learned more about the meaning of
dharma, the Raksha Bandhan festival and faith in
families.
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Why is family an important
part of Hindu Life?

The specific knowledge and
skills from this unit are shared
with pupils at the start of the
unit so that they know what
they will learn. Over the course
of the several weeks, children
develop greater understanding
of key concepts and learn new
vocabulary.
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Knowledge Organisers are good reference tools for the
language and key knowledge children are taught
within the unit
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Going Deeper into the values within Hinduism
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Long Term assessment in each
phase

An end of phase assessment enables
teachers to identify which pupils are
meeting the expectations for R.E.
This is the criteria used to assess
pupils knowledge and
understanding.

As there are 45 pupils on entry, we

assess pupils over 2 years in each | e |
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Reflections during
Diwali after the a
visiting speaker
Talked quu-‘- The
importance of
Hindu tradition in
families.
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Celebrating Diwali Together
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Whole School Celebration

In 2022 each class made a vegetarian dish for display in the school hall. This food
was made from traditional Indian recipes and was shared amongst the community
at the end of the school day.

Govardhan Puja also known as Annakut or Annakoot (meaning a
“mountain of food”), is a Hindu festival in which devotees

worship Govardhan Hill and prepare and offer a large variety of
vegetarian food to Krishna as a mark of gratitude.
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R.E. through Art and D.T.
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Visitors who enrich understanding of what it means to have a faith
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The use of quality texts to
introduce new language and to
know story structures and
characters within other faiths.
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Long Term Goals

Children develop a sense of celebration and coming together of
community

They deepen their understanding of values within the faith and
hear from those who live out their faith in their daily lives

Children develop a sense of awe and wonder, they are exposed to
one another’s beliefs and traditions and, as a result,
discriminatory language is very rare in school

Pupils have a good understanding of faith and are able to use 3
tier language to describe the beliefs of others.

Pupils respect difference and the faith traditions of others.
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Finally...

From the mouth of babes, words from Y6 pupils:

“Our school learns about the other cultures and faiths. It helps us to
understand others”.

“It doesn’t make us uncomfortable to learn about other faiths”.

“My last school taught R.E. with worksheets and slides. This school lets you
meet real people to find out more.”

“Meeting people and visits are the best way to learn about faith and it is
interesting”.
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