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The following paragraph is taken from the Primary English National Curriculum. (English Appendix 2: Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation) Link here 

 

 

 

 

Terminology 
from the 
National 

Curriculum 
 

Year 1 
 

Year 2 
 

Year 3 
 

Year 4 
 

Year 5 
 

Year 6 
 

 
letter 
capital letter 
word 
singular 
plural 
sentence 
punctuation 
full stop 
question mark 
exclamation mark 
 

 
noun 
noun phrase 
statement 
question 
exclamation 
command 
compound 
suffix 
adjective 
adverb 
verb 
tense (past, 
present) 
apostrophe 
comma 

 
preposition 
conjunction 
word family 
prefix 
clause 
subordinate clause 
direct speech 
consonant 
consonant letter 
vowel 
vowel letter 
inverted commas 
(or 'speech marks') 
 
 

 
determiner 
pronoun 
possessive pronoun 
adverbial 
 

 
modal verb 
relative pronoun 
relative clause 
parenthesis 
bracket 
dash 
cohesion 
ambiguity 

 
subject 
object 
active 
passive 
synonym 
antonym 
ellipsis 
hyphen 
colon 
semi-colon 
bullet points 
 

The grammar of our first language is learnt naturally and implicitly through interactions with other speakers and from reading. Explicit knowledge of grammar is, however, very 

important, as it gives us more conscious control and choice in our language. Building this knowledge is best achieved through a focus on grammar within the teaching of reading, 

writing and speaking. Once pupils are familiar with a grammatical concept [for example ‘modal verb’], they should be encouraged to apply and explore this concept in the 

grammar of their own speech and writing and to note where it is used by others. Young pupils, in particular, use more complex language in speech than in writing, and teachers 

should build on this, aiming for a smooth transition to sophisticated writing. The table below focuses on Standard English and should be read in conjunction with the programmes 

of study as it sets out the statutory requirements. The table shows when concepts should be introduced first, not necessarily when they should be completely understood. It is 

very important, therefore, that the content in earlier years be revisited in subsequent years to consolidate knowledge and bu ild on pupils’ understanding. Teachers should also 

go beyond the content set out here if they feel it is appropriate. Pupils should learn to recognise and use the terminology through discussion and practice.  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf

