
Mathematics Concept Overview
Number Concepts 2-5 years

(taken from https://birthto5matters.org.uk/)



The 4 C’s of Number
• Counting: Reciting the sequence and patterns of number, this could be the oral sequence of words or the saying 

the numeral words when touch and counting a set of objects. 

• Cardinality: This means that children count out a set of objects to find out the total quantity and as they say the 

number words, they understand that the last number word used, is the total quantity in the set.

• Comparison: The comparison of different amounts or quantity, being able to have a visual sense of an amount 

and to see differences between groups of items.  It includes comparing and recognising changes in numbers of 

things, using words like more, lots or ‘same’ and progressing to 1 more/1 less.

• Composition: Seeing smaller amounts in larger quantities and understanding that one number can be made up
(composed from) two or more smaller numbers . It includes subitising, recognising how many is in a group
without counting, partitioning numbers into other numbers and putting them back together again, processes
that will later underpin addition and subtraction.
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