
 
 

 
 

Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 2 
 

For this standardisation exercise you should assume that, following the discussion with 

the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is independent, 

including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own. 

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the 

strongest piece and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in 

the pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided 

evidence in the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular 

weakness. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end 

of key stage 2: English writing – working towards the expected standard, working at the 

expected standard, or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the exercise 

includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be judged 

individually. 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1119094/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2.pdf
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Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a non-chronological report 

B) dialogue between 2 characters 

C) a narrative 

D) an argument 

E) a newspaper report 

F) a hotel brochure, a review and the hotel’s response to the review 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece A: a non-chronological report 

Context: pupils examined examples of non-chronological report writing, before selecting 

and researching their own animal species to report on. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece B: dialogue between 2 characters 

Context: pupils examined an extract containing dialogue from ‘Prince Caspian’ by C.S. 

Lewis and then selected a title of their own. They chose 2 characters and imagined an 

argument between them to write as a dialogue. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece C: a narrative 

Context: pupils read the picture book ‘The Promise’ by Nicola Davies in which a 

discovery transforms the main character’s life and surroundings. They were then tasked 

to write a story of their own based on the model text.  
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece D: an argument 

Context: as part of a unit on ‘Grimm’s Fairy Tales’, pupils discussed different sides of 

issues such as ‘Are all stepmothers evil?”. They were then tasked with choosing an issue 

of their own to argue. Pupil A selected the real-world issue of private schooling. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece E: a newspaper report 

Context: after studying broadsheet newspapers, Pupil A selected their own topic to 

research and write about in a ‘special report’. This piece is transcribed on the next page. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece E: a newspaper report – transcription 

THE GREAT WAR: A YEAR LATER 

A year on from the conflict that shook the world, we look back on the Great War in this 

special edition report. The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, an Austria-

Hungarian heir, and his wife, Sophie, was the catalyst that began the trajectory towards 

war. “The murder of the Duke was politically motivated and saw fractious rifts begin to 

form between Austria-Hungary and neighbouring Serbia,” explains Joseph Allison, a 

World War analyst, commissioned by Prime Minister David Lloyd George. “This action 

was the demise of amicable relations between Austria-Hungary and Serbia, ultimately 

resulting in Austria-Hungry declaring war on Serbia.” 

This decision set off a chain reaction: political agreements and alliances meant that other 

countries were to step up and fight in support of their allies and this meant that the UK 

was now also at war in support of Serbia. 

“I remember it well,” Doris James, author of ‘How The Great War Changed Our Nation’ 

recounts. “My family were gathered around the wireless when we heard the 

announcement that our country was to be at war. I remember feeling numb, in shock. 

Even now, I can still feel the hope and pride I felt for our country – that has never 

wavered.” 

Realisation set in for our nation when our men were called up to fight. All within the 18-41 

age bracket were tasked with saying goodbye to their loved ones and stepping up to 

protect our country. At the time, Prime Minister Herbert Asquith had addressed the 

nation, stating, “We Britons are strong. We are united. And we will be victorious. I am 

calling on all men across our nation to come forth and fight.” 

700,000 courageous men formed our army and moved forth into a war which brought 

with it a raft of challenges: hard labour constructing trenches; heinous living conditions 

which brought with it a plethora of illnesses and diseases such as trench foot; continuous 

shell fire day and night; and mental endurance above and beyond anything ever required 

before. 

But all of the suffering was not in vain: on 28th June 1919, the Treaty of Versailles was 

signed signalling the end of the war. “This was a great relief to all Britons,” Joseph Allison 

explains. “The war really had sent shockwaves across the country on its announcement 

but the public were incredibly receptive to the demands of the Prime Minister and it is 

testament to all that this hard battle was won. One of the biggest issues we still face a 

year on from the conflict is a financial one: the war came at a huge cost to our budgets.” 

The Chancellor, Austen Chamberlain, has expressed expectations that the recession will 

last at least another year with the government needing to make cuts across services in 
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order to pay for outgoings from the defence budget. Rationing on most items is due to 

stay in place for at least another six to eight months whilst stock supplies are 

replenished. 

Our European counterparts are also feeling the damage in their own countries. With most 

of the conflict having taken place in France, France is having to focus a large proportion 

of its budget on rebuilding infrastructure torn down in the crossfire. “We are awaiting 

reparation from Germany in the form of money in order to support us in getting our great 

country back to its former glory,” stated France’s Prime Minister in a press conference 

earlier this week. 

Italy meanwhile are currently (cont p.2) 

GERMANY IN TROUBLE 

Germany is now facing financial turmoil as a result of the war. “Their economy is 

abominable at the moment.” explained analyst Sally Metcalfe. The cost of the war had 

been detrimental to the economy and it is forecast to fall even further in the coming 

months. “Having such a large proportion of the budget be spent on defence was (cont 

p12) 

TAX RISES DUE 

Taxes are set to rise once again by 15% as the country recovers from the war. The 

council shall expect those taxes paid by July 6th. These higher rates of tax due to our 

economy’s decreased value since The Great War. “We know this is going to continue to 

be a hard time for families around the country, however it is a necessary step if (cont 

p16) 

MILK RATIONS TO END THIS WEEK 

Good news ahead as milk rations will end this week. Supplies are set to be back to usual 

capacity following a huge drive by farmers to recover milk rates. “This is a great sign that 

our country is on the mend! Farmers have worked incredibly hard since returning from 

war to get the milk stores filled once again (cont p14) 

 SPOTLIGHT: What was life like for soldiers in the war? 

“When we first arrived, we first noticed how terrible the conditions were. The trenches 

were full of mud and had rat scrambling all around the place. These conditions caused 

some of the soldiers to get trench foot.” 

“We quickly made friends with each other and in the rare time we weren’t flighting, we 

were playing games - like cards - or getting to know each other. And on Christmas Eve 

1914, we all put down our weapons and met the enemy. Together all of us sang 

Christmas carols and enjoyed the Christmas truce. The commeradery in that moment 

was something I truly will never forget.” 
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“Watching our friends die in battle affected our mental health drastically. We all knew that 

one day that could be us. We often went to sleep worried; about each other and our 

family’s that we had to leave behind.” 

SPOTLIGHT: What was life like for wives of soldiers? 

“When he first got called up to war I was so scared. I didn’t know whether he was going 

to come back. When he did come back, all of the stress I was feeling quickly escaped my 

body.” 

“Every week I wrote him letters, letting him know how the children were, telling him we 

were all praying for him to safely return. Getting letters back from him helped me worry 

less.” 

“It was hard raising my children with little to no help. I had to write a letter to my sister to 

ask her to help with the children as it was very hard for me to work and look after 

children.” 

“I shall never forget the day my husband came back home - the children’s happy faces, 

my whole body filled with excitement and for the first time I could remember I was feeling 

completely stress-free.” 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece F: a brochure for a hotel, a review and the hotel’s 
response to the review 

Context: pupils studied marketing literature and online reviews and responses to reviews. 

Pupil A wrote brochure copy for an imaginary luxury hotel, a negative online review of 

that hotel and the manager’s response. 
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Pupil B 

This collection includes: 

A) a fact file 

B) a radio advert 

C) a narrative 

D) a narrative 

E) a balanced argument 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece A: a fact file 

Context: as part of their classroom topic ‘exploring the Amazon Rainforest’, pupils were 

asked to write a fact file page about a rainforest animal for other year 5 or 6 pupils to 

read. They used a range of websites and information texts to gather material before 

writing their own fact file. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece B: a radio advert 

Context: as part of their work on the Second World War, pupils explored propaganda 

posters and the features of radio adverts, going on to choose their own audience and 

focus for a radio advert, with the aim of persuading, informing or a combination of these. 

They then wrote a script and edited this before recording the advert itself. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece C: a narrative 

Context: after reading the opening chapters of ‘Gorilla Dawn’ by Gill Lewis, pupils 

focused on the viewpoint of one character, Imara, writing a narrative episode following 

her journey through the rainforest. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece D: a narrative 

Context: drawing on ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ by Michelle Magorian, pupils explored wartime 

experiences using drama and viewing clips from a film version of the story. They adopted 

a specific point of view, such as that of a child evacuee, and wrote their own narrative. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece E: a balanced argument 

Context: using ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ once more as a stimulus and drawing on information 

from their study of the Second World War, pupils explored arguments for and against 

evacuation. They learned about some features of formal language and drew on these 

when writing their own balanced argument about the issue.  
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Pupil C 

This collection includes: 

A) a persuasive leaflet 

B) a narrative 

C) a non-chronological report 

D) a diary entry 

E) a short narrative 

F) a diary entry 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece A: a persuasive leaflet 

Context: as part of their topic on natural disasters, pupils were asked to design a survival suit and write a persuasive leaflet encouraging 

people to buy one. This piece is transcribed on the next page. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece A: a persuasive leaflet - transcription 

Super Sutie 

Attention everyone! Are you tired of always being in danger? Are you sick of always 

mourning lost love ones? Well don’t be scared, be prepared with Sutie, the all inclusive 

natural dissaster protection suit. We will save lives across the globe for only a small 

price. Landslide? Too easy! Hurricane? Sorted! Tsunamii? You bettcha! Every natural 

dissaster you can think of will be no match for our Super Sutie. 

Now let’s get talking, what can Sutie do? Well Sutie has a wide range of features to keep 

you safe & sound. Sutie is built with special shock absorbsion, grip boots. These boots 

will keep your feet nice and warm and make sure your toes don’t over-heat! The soles of 

the boots are made of elasticated veagen leather so you can run away at top speed! This 

Suit has an inflatable feature, perfect for non-swimmers. Worried about falling off a 

broken plane? Not to worry! Sutie has veagan sails built in for the arms and legs. Sutie is 

built in with air tubs and a water tube so you don’t have to worry about air in a tsunamii. 

Are you worried this is all to heavy for the run? Not to worry! Everything on this suit is 

light-weight and veagan, plus this suit comes with a lightweight, compactable electric 

bike. Worried the bike will run out of juice? Don’t worry! This suit is built with a charging 

point. We also make a special customiseable suit for kids, which additionaly comes with 

a fidget toy for stressed kids and a phone to distract children, with age friendly apps. 

Lux (age 12) says: 

I loved the addition of the fidget toy. It really helped me calm down. 

Alice (age 42) quoted: 

This suit is brilliant at keeping me and my family safe. 

Ben (age 5) says: 

The inflatable thing helped me in the big waves cuse I can’t swim. 

Features!  

+ Night Vision/ Ski goggles A 

+ a GPS O10 
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+ tempreture control A 

+ radio’s O10 

+ flashlight A 

+ water/O2 tank A 

+ first aid kit O10 

+ food pouch A 

+ flare AO 

+ grappling hook/gun AO 

+ a rope A 

+ waste bag A  

+ grip pads A 

+ pockets A 

+ bike O10 

+ back pack lead U10 

Key 

AO = Over 18 

A = All 

O10= over 10 

U10= under ten 

This suit is AO 

 

Come to our website to oder one now! Reduced from £1000 to £500!!!!  

Get swept away with our summer sales! 

People are erupting to get their hands on a Sutie 

Come today! Don’t risk survival! 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece B: a narrative 

Context: as part of their ‘Victorians’ topic, pupils read ‘Wild Boy’ by Rob Lloyd Jones. 

After reading a chapter opening, pupils were asked to predict what they thought would 

happen next and to write the next part of the story in the style of the model text. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece C: a non-chronological report 

Context: pupils were asked to research child labour during the Victorian era and to write a non-chronological report on the topic.  
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece D: a diary entry 

Context: as part of Black History Month, pupils took part in a workshop about the Bristol 

Bus Boycott. After the workshop, they were asked to write a diary entry in the role of a 

child of someone wanting to drive the buses but not allowed to due to their race. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece E: a short narrative 

Context: after a whole-class writing workshop on the football World Cup, pupils were 

asked to write an imaginary narrative about taking a penalty kick in the World Cup final. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece F: a diary entry 

Context: pupils were asked to write a diary entry in the role of the grandchild from the 

‘The Long Walk’ by George Layton, in the style of the model text. 
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