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Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 1 

For  this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the discussion with 

the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is independent, 

including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own. 

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the 

strongest piece, and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s 

books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in 

the pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided 

evidence in the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular 

weakness. 

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end 

of key stage 2: English writing – working towards the expected standard, working at the 

expected standard, or working at greater depth. You should not assume that the exercise 

includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be judged 

individually. 

 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1119094/2018-19_teacher_assessment_frameworks_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2.pdf
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Pupil A 

This collection includes: 

A) a newspaper report  

B) a discussion  

C) a mythical narrative  

D) a non-chronological report  

E) an adventure narrative  
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece A: a newspaper report  

Context: after discussing key features of newspaper reports in class, pupils were 

provided with the wordless book ‘Tuesday’ by David Wiesner and tasked to write a 

newspaper report about some of the events in that story. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece B: a discussion 

Context: after reading ‘Skellig’ by David Almond, in which one of the characters is home-

schooled, pupils wrote a discussion text about home-schooling. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece C: a mythical narrative  

Context: after reading Marcia Williams’ ‘Greek Myths’, pupils selected a myth to retell in 

their own words. Pupil A chose to write the story of Orpheus’ ill-fated attempt to rescue 

his beloved Eurydice from Hades, the underworld. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece D: a non-chronological report  

Context: as part of their work on the Amazon, pupils explored the features of non-

chronological reports. They each chose and researched an Amazonian animal species to 

write about, pupil A chose sloths. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil A – Piece E: an adventure narrative  

Context: as part of their work on the Amazon, pupils watched videos of the rainforest and 

read ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell. They then rewrote the opening of the book. 
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Pupil B 

This collection includes: 

A) a book review 

B) a narrative 

C) a balanced argument 

D) a ‘thank you’ letter 

E) a narrative 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece A: a book review 

Context: after reading ‘Skellig’, by David Almond, pupils looked at key features of a book 

review and explored examples. They drew on these models as the basis for writing their 

own review of the novel. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece B: a narrative 

Context: after reading the opening chapter of ‘Street Child’, by Berlie Doherty, pupils 

planned their own narrative, based on events in the chapter. They drew on their history 

topic, life for poor children in Victorian Britain, and on lessons focused on creating 

suspense and developing settings in narratives. 
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16 

Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece C: a balanced argument 

Context: building on their reading of ‘Street Child’, by Berlie Doherty, and their history 

topic, pupils researched information about Victorian workhouses. After discussing the 

basic structure for the text as a class, pupils planned and wrote their own balanced 

argument. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece D: a ‘thank you’ letter 

Context: following a visit by a theatrical company, who performed a version of ‘The 

Hobbit’, by JRR Tolkien, pupils analysed features of a ‘thank you’ letter. They then 

planned and wrote their own letter to the company.  
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Key stage 2 

Pupil B – Piece E: a narrative 

Context: drawing on ‘Street Child’ and an opening extract from ‘Far from Home’, by Berlie 

Doherty, pupils planned further events featuring the main characters, Emily and Lizzie. 

They were asked to include a difficulty for the characters to overcome and to introduce 

new settings and characters. 
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Pupil C 

This collection includes: 

A) a non-chronological report 

B) a newspaper report 

C) a narrative dialogue 

D) a set of instructions 

E) an argument 

F) a narrative 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece A: a non-chronological report 

Context: pupils explored examples of formal information writing and after discussing 

common features, chose an animal as the focus for their own piece. They researched 

their chosen animal and drew on this to write a report.  

 

  



25 

Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece B: a newspaper report 

Context: following a classroom focus on a past motorway incident and how this was 

reported, pupils looked at different articles about unusual events. They then planned and 

wrote their own report about a similar, fictional incident.  
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece C: a narrative dialogue 

Context: pupils explored dialogue using an extract from a familiar book, ‘Prince Caspian’, 

by C S Lewis. They considered their own experience of dialogue and arguments and 

used hot-seating and freeze-framing to explore this further. They then wrote their own 

dialogue between two characters. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece D: a set of instructions 

Context: after exploring extracts from Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’, and a relevant scene 

from ‘Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince’, by JK Rowling, pupils discussed abstract 

nouns such as ‘friendship’ and ‘loyalty’. They looked at examples of instructions and 

developed their own ideas for potions through discussion.
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece E: an argument 

Context: after considering themes in fairy tales and questions such as, ‘how far can the 

actions of Hansel and Gretel and those of the witch be justified?’, pupils chose their own 

topic for developing an argument. They planned and wrote their own argument text, 

drawing on research. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupil C – Piece F: a narrative 

Context: after classroom exploration of ‘The Promise’, by Nicola Davies and work 

focusing on trust, lies and promises, pupils were asked to think up a problem that could 

be solved through a promise.  
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