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ELECTRICAL

• Electrical fires are 

the second biggest 

cause of incidents in 

Lancashire 

• Washing machines 

along with tumble 

dryers being the 

biggest cause of 

Electrical Fires
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ELECTRICAL SAFETY ADVICE

• Complete / include in risk assessment around 

washing and use of appliances

• Consider alternative options, such as family 

• Check appliances are plugged direct into wall 

socket – not on an extension lead / no overloaded 

sockets

• Follow manufacturers guidance on use

• Don’t put large appliances on at night – manage 

washing during the daytime

• Avoid using multiple appliances at once

• Be aware of leaving things charging or on standby



RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES

• Products powered by rechargeable batteries; 

including Lithium-ion batteries can cause 

rapidly developing fires if the battery is 

damaged (you can’t always see this)

• Always use a manufacturer approved 

charger and unplug as soon as its fully 

charged – mobile phones, iPad, e-cigarettes 

etc then charge on a hard surface

• Never store or charge batteries on or near 

an escape route

• Never leave batteries charging at night when 

you go  to bed or leave the house



HOME FIRE SAFETY CHECKS 

We will:

• Assess the risk of the individual household

• Install smoke alarms as required

• Provide advice and guidance

• Provide extra resources as required

• Signpost to other organisations as required



SUMMARY

• Large appliances should be plugged direct into wall socket and not used on 

extension leads

• Manage washing and drying during the daytime – don’t put on overnight

• Rechargeable devices should be charged during the daytime and unplugged 

when fully charged

• Keep exit routes clear and doors closed 

• Refer for a Home Fire Safety Check – additional smoke alarms can be installed 

according to risk

• Home Safety | Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service (lancsfirerescue.org.uk)

https://www.lancsfirerescue.org.uk/safety/home-safety
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