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@ Understanding the World

Sample activities to support key learning in The World — Working Scientifically

Plants

(N.B. The activities below are a sample of suggested ways to enable children

to practise working scientifically skills in context. There is no requirement to

deliver all these activities)

© Experience lots of different types of plants (e.g. trees, flowers, vegetables,
frut, weeds, herbs, house plants, grass), and plant parts (e.g. leaves, bark,
roots, petal, seeds), within the natural environment and in the classroom

© Take children on environment walks to different locations within the school
grounds and beyond, at different fimes of the year/seasons.

= Use specific times of the year to experience the changes within the natural
world, (e.g. clearing autumn leaves, preparing vegetable piot/plant pots for
new season, using the theme of harvest)

o Look at a range of plants and plant parts (e.g. Using senses, magifiers,

hand-held microscope and visualisers) within different contexts

Provide tools and equipment for children to draw their observations of plants

noting some of the details or features, (¢.g. a spiky leaf, a flower with petals,

atree with branches)

© Photograph a treeflocation (e.g. woodland, park, pond, the pavement) at
different times of the year.

© Use simple piotures and 'spotter sheets'/identiication sheets, to talk about
differences between plants. Spatter sheets from www.woodlandtrust org.uk/
naturedetectives.

© Opportunities to sortimake a collection of leaves andor seeds according to
abservable features, similarities/differences.

© Provide opportunities to investigate and use plants/plant parts through other
activities including role play (e.g. potting shed, outdoor kitchen), investigation
area (e.g. making potions using pestle and mortar and water; making mint
tea; making rose petal perfume, etc)

o Use snack time/key person time as an opportunity to observe, investigate,
taste and talk about plants we can eat (e g. fruitberries, vegetables, seeds
and herbs)

Provide other opportunities for children to explore, investigate and talk about
the features of a range of fruit and vegetables, including the skin, inside
flesh, seeds, taste, texture, smell, size, shape and recognise the parts that
an be eaten and those that cannot. Use common, unusual and exotic fruit
and vegstables. www.thecrunch wellcome ac.uk/schools-and-colleges/
fying-frit

Provide opportunities for the chidren to observe the detalls of fruit and
Vegetables as part of other activties suich as making and preparing food
(e.g. fuit salad and soup), outdoor itchen, Harvest festival, stories

(e.g. "Handa’s Surprise’ by Eileen Browne, ‘Oliver's Vegetables’ and ‘Oliver's
Fruit Selad by Vivian French).

Opportunities for chidren to grow, observe changes, and care for plants in a
variety of contexts throughot the year.

Opportunities for chidren to explore and observe decay happening (ie. what
happens to plant parts when removed from the growing part of a plant) (e.g
flowers die, apples rot. picked leaves wilt, autumn leaves dry out)

Record plant growth and changes through diaries, sequenced photographs,
labelled drawings, writing (or sing) instructions.

Provide role play opportunities for hildren to experience caring for plants.
(e.g. a potting shed). Include seeds, bulbs, seediings, fully grown plants, cut
flowers, soll, different sized pots, seed trays, potting tray, watering can, small
gardening tools, gardening gloves, plant labels, string, garden canes/sticks.
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Seven The World — Working Scientifically

Animals (humans) Humans senses/body parts|features
(N.B. These activities are a sample of suggested ways to enable children to
practise working scientifically skills in context. There is no requirement to
deliver all these activities).
© Observe and talk about facial features using mirors and compare similarities
and differences with peers, (¢.. eye shape/colour, skin color, hair length/
type/colour, etc).
© Record through observational drawings their own facial features and those
o others, with increasing detail (e.g. position on face, eye lashes, eye brows,
freckles, hairfhairline, eye pupil etc)
Provide opportunities for children to identiy those features linked to senses
through a range of activiies related to skin and totich, nose and smel,
moth and taste, ears and hearing, eyes and sight
Provide a range of opportunities for children to explore, observe, talk about
and identify body parts through songs, rhymes, large scale outiine drawings
of their bodies, PE, drama, stories, games, etc.
Develop role play activities (e.g. doctors, hospital, shoe shop) to promote
talk about the human body, x-rays, medicines and ilnesses.
© Engage in activities which explore what parts of their body can do.
See link for ideas http://www getinthezone org Uk/schools/ages-4-11/ages-4-
5/ages-4-5-resources/
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Animals (other animals besides humans)

Experience animals of different types (e.g. pets, farm, 200, woodland) -
through pictures, photographs, books, video dlips, small world play, visits
and visitors. Ensure children experience a variety of examples suich as birds, \
mammals, reptiles and fich. Begin to recognise and name some common o
examples.

Talk about the features of different animals (e.g. an elephant is big and has a

long trunk; a hen/duck has wings, feathers and a beak: a fish lives in water, a

giraffe has a long neck and a pattemed body; a dog barks and wags its tail,

eto)

Encourage discussion around things such as body shape, size and
covering, how it moves, how it behaves, what t eats, how to care for it
Gan chidren identiy differences between animals? Gan chidren talk about
how some animals are similar? (E.g. all elephants ..., all cats....., all fish.
allbirds...)

Through discussion prior to a visitivisitor encourage children to suggest
relevant questions to find out more about an animal. (e.g. ‘What does it eat?’,
‘hat does it feel like?)

Use photographs and videos taken on a visit to share and reinforce

features they noticed about different animals (e.g. opportunities to draw the
animals in the oreative area, opportunities to move like the animals in PE,
opportunities to make models of an animal with dough). Encourage children
to represent features of the animals with some accuracy.

Provide role play opportunities for children to experience caring for animals,
(e.g. pet shop, looking after a pet in the home cormer)





