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Key Messages for Mathematics Teachers Working with C – D GCSE Pupils
	

	It is important that all teachers of GCSE mathematics are aware that:
 “In each tier 50% of the weighting must be focused on the lowest two grades and 25–30% of the weighting must be focused on the top two grades.”              [QCDA  GCSE Mathematics Criteria]
Since 50% of the examination marks are for the two lowest grades, it is essential that teachers place sufficient emphasis on topics at this level rather than concentrating only on the more difficult aspects of the specification.
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	Familiarise yourself with the exam specification.  Do not depend on a text book to tell you what topics you need to cover,
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	Many pupils lose marks because they do not show working out.  It is important that pupils are informed that anything which allows the examiner to follow what has been done counts as working out.  It is not necessary to have a formally written calculation to get these marks.  Informal methods and diagrams are equally acceptable.
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	Examiners report that candidates are hampered by the lack of equipment such as rulers, compasses, protractors and calculators.  In addition to being trained to answer examination questions, pupils need to be trained to bring the appropriate equipment to class regularly and to the examination.  They also need to be taught how to use their own calculator and become familiar with how it works and confident and competent in using it.
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	Avoid concentrating only on pupils’ with target grades of C and above.  Focus on all pupils who, with additional support, could get Grade C regardless of the target they have been set.
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	Read the examiners reports to increase your awareness of common errors and difficulties.   Use GCSE questions, mark schemes and examiners reports regularly with students so that they are fully aware of how marks are gained or lost.  
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	Provide parents with information, ideas and resources to help them to support their son/daughter and keep parents informed of progress or lack of it. 
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