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Section 2 Planning your support

The Sample medium-term plan: Year 7 intervention is linked closely to the original
Year 7 sample medium-plan for mathematics (DfES 0504/2001) which was part of
the Key Stage 3 Strategy mathematics launch materials. The Year 7 intervention plan
links the support objectives to the main teaching programme and matches more
closely the needs of pupils working at levels 3 and 4.

• The focus is on Year 7 teaching objectives, interpreted at levels 3 and 4, with a
few objectives drawn from the teaching programmes for Years 5 and 6.

• The teaching objectives have not been separated into oral and mental and main
activities. Oral and mental work plays a part in all phases of the lesson and not
just in the starter.

• Slight adjustments have been made to the time distribution; typically, time for
number has been increased and that for algebra reduced. 

• The plan ensures that key topics precede the Year 7 Progress test.

• Flexi-time has been introduced in the lead-up to the test to allow a revision
period and extra consolidation.

The plan shows:

• progression in the teaching objectives for each strand of the mathematics
curriculum;

• opportunities to revisit topics during the year;

• how objectives for oral and mental starters, and for using and applying
mathematics, can be incorporated into the teaching units.

Oral and mental work is integral to the main teaching programme. It also provides a
means of revisiting important elements of the work regularly to keep essential
knowledge and skills ‘on the boil’. You need to adjust this work to address the
particular needs of your pupils.

Using the plan

The Year 7 intervention plan may not fit the pattern of your school year. You need to
adapt it, making small alterations to timings, to fit your particular circumstances.
Some pupils will be expected to move back to the main teaching programme during
Year 7. 

The aim is to complete the programme with appropriate consolidation before the
Year 7 Progress test. 

In schools with relatively few Year 7 pupils working at level 3, the intervention
plan can be used alongside existing plans. Related objectives are addressed in the
units at an appropriate level and with a suitable emphasis.

In schools with large numbers of Year 7 pupils working at level 3, this plan can
form the basis of a Key Stage 3 plan that aims to move pupils from level 3 in Year 7
to level 5 in Year 9. 
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Most schools allocate about three hours per week to the teaching of mathematics
during Key Stage 3. You should aim to increase this allocation for pupils who are
working just below national expectations. Four lessons per week, each of 50
minutes, is closer to the Key Stage 2 model of a daily mathematics lesson.

For pupils beginning Year 7 working at level 3, the plan during Key Stage 3 might be:

• in Year 7, use the Year 7 intervention medium-term plan; 

• in Year 8, use the Year 7 core medium-term plan, with some limited extension to
the Year 8 teaching programme;

• in Year 9, use the Year 8 core medium-term plan, with some limited extension to
the Year 9 teaching programme. 

Completion of this programme would lead to level 5 in Year 9.
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