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Appendix A 
Ecological Evaluation Criteria with Geographical Significance 

Level of Value Examples 

International • An internationally designated site or candidate site (SPA, pSPA, SAC, cSAC, pSAC , Ramsar site, 
Biogenetic Reserve) or an area which the country agency has determined meets the published 
selection criteria for such designation, irrespective of whether or not it has yet been notified. 

• A viable area of a habitat type listed in Annex I of the Habitats Directive, or smaller areas of such 
habitat which are essential to maintain the viability of a larger whole. 

• Any regularly occurring population of an internationally important species, which is threatened or rare 
in the UK. i.e. it is a UK Red Data Book species or listed as occurring in 15 or fewer 10km squares in 
the UK (categories 1 and 2 in the UK BAP) or of uncertain conservation status or of global 
conservation concern in the UK BAP.  

• A regularly occurring, nationally significant population/number of any internationally important species. 
National • A nationally designated site (SSSI, ASSI, NNR, Marine Nature Reserve) or a discrete area, which the 

country conservation agency has determined meets the published selection criteria for National 
designation (e.g. SSSI selection guidelines) irrespective of whether or not it has yet been notified. 

• A viable area of a priority habitat identified in the UK BAP, or of smaller areas of such habitat which are 
essential to maintain the viability of a larger whole. 

• Any regularly occurring population of a nationally important species which is threatened or rare in the 
region or County (see local BAP).  

• A regularly occurring, regionally or County significant population/number of any nationally important 
species. 

• A feature identified as of critical importance in the UK BAP. 
Regional • Viable areas of key habitat identified in the Regional BAP or smaller areas of such habitat which are 

essential to maintain the viability of a larger whole;  
• Viable areas of key habitat identified as being of Regional value in the appropriate Natural Area profile; 
• Any regularly occurring, locally significant population of a species listed as being nationally scarce 

which occurs in 16-100 10km squares in the UK or in a Regional BAP or relevant Natural Area on 
account of its regional rarity or localisation;   

• A regularly occurring, locally significant number of a regionally important species; 
• Sites which exceed the County-level designations but fall short of SSSI selection guidelines, where 

these occur. 
County / Metropolitan • Semi-natural ancient woodland greater than 0.25 ha; 

• County/Metropolitan sites and other sites which the designating authority has determined meet the 
published ecological selection criteria for designation, including Local Nature Reserves selected on 
County / metropolitan ecological criteria (County/Metropolitan sites will often have been identified in 
local plans); 

• A viable area of habitat identified in County BAP; 
• Any regularly occurring, locally significant population of a species which is listed in a 

County/Metropolitan “red data book” or BAP on account of its regional rarity or localisation; 
• A regularly occurring, locally significant number of a County/Metropolitan important species. 

District / Borough • Semi-natural ancient woodland smaller than 0.25 ha; 
• Areas of habitat identified in a sub-County (District/Borough) BAP or in the relevant Natural Area 

profile; 
• District sites that the designating authority has determined meet the published ecological selection 

criteria for designation, including Local Nature Reserves selected on District/ Borough ecological 
criteria (District sites, where they exist, will often have been identified in local plans) 

• Sites/features that are scarce within the District/Borough or which appreciably enrich the 
District/Borough habitat resource; 

• A diverse and/ or ecologically valuable hedgerow network; 
• A population of a species that is listed in a District/Borough BAP because of its rarity in the locality or in 

the relevant Natural Area profile because of its regional rarity or localisation;   
• A regularly occurring, locally significant number of a District / Borough important species during a 

critical phase of its life cycle. 
Parish / Neighbourhood • Areas of habitat considered to appreciably enrich the habitat resource within the context of the Parish 

or neighbourhood, e.g. species-rich hedgerows. 
• Local Nature Reserves selected on Parish ecological criteria. 
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Appendix D 
Significance of Ecological Impacts 

Level of Value - Ecological Evaluation 
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Appendix E 

A. The locations of Waxcap fungi colonies in relation to the scheme 
footprint across the Valley Meadow 
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