
 
 
 
Why School Experience? 
 
 
School experience, is extremely important for acceptance on to the Graduate 
Teacher Programme. Al l  ini t ial  teacher training programmes would expect you to have 
some experience in a school, or with young people of the age group that you were 
wishing to teach. The reasons for this are: 
 
 

•  Most important ly,  you need to be sure that teaching is the r ight career move for 
you. This includes gaining the assurance that the age range and school sett ing 
and this route are appropriate for you. 

 
•  The GTP is a very competi t ive route into teaching, despite what we know to be 

i ts very demanding nature. The Consort ium is al located a l imited number of 
places each year. Those who have substant ial  school experience can present a 
much stronger appl ication than those who have had l i t t le school experience. 
There is no st ipulated length of t ime for such experience/ placement because 
more relevant than the length of t ime, is the abi l i ty to observe and ref lect upon 
the teaching, learning and classroom management strategies that you observe.  

 
 
•  When you are applying for the GTP you need to have the support of a school.  

The school does in fact employ you as an unqual i f ied teacher. Schools need to 
get to know their  potent ial  trainees to see how they wi l l  work within the school ’s 
ethos and how wel l  they wi l l  relate to pupi ls and col leagues.  

 
•  Before the start  of the training programme i t  wi l l  be necessary to complete a 

needs assessment to ensure that you are given appropriate, individual ised and 
effect ive training. This t ime spent in school wi l l  contribute to the required needs 
assessment undertaken by the school and the Consort ium. 

 
 
•  In addit ion to observing teaching and learning strategies, school experience wil l  

provide you with an introductory understanding of the curr iculum knowledge 
required by teachers to work in their chosen age range. 

 
 
We hope that the above gives you a clear indicat ion of the importance of gaining 
school experience. 
 
 
Experience has informed us that those people who have had school experience, and 
therefore have an awareness of what is expected of them, are stronger candidates 
and wil l  be l ikely to complete the programme successful ly and go on to make teaching 
their career.  
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