[image: image1.png]The Lancashire

— . Parinership




[image: image1.png]

Lancashire Local Area Agreement

Economic Development Theme Group
Tuesday 30th November 2010 at 10 am – 12 noon 
Committee Room D – Lancashire County Council, County Hall, Preston
Notes & Actions
In attendance:

Adrian Adcock

(Skills Funding Agency)

Michelle Arthur

(Preston City Council)

Mark Booker

(NWDA)



Cath Burns

(Chorley Borough Council)



Jennifer Clough

(South Ribble Borough Council)

Alison Davies

(Burnley Borough Council)

Steve Dean

(Chair – Economy Theme Lead/LCDL)

Raeleen Duthoit 

(Lancashire Work-Based Learning Executive Forum)

Rachel Dyer

(Probation Service)
Tracey Ellmore

(Jobcentre Plus)

Ian Filbin

(LCC – LAA)

Ann Fitzgerald

(UCLAN)

Bill Kindon

(Lancaster City Council)

Keith Launchbury

(Preston City Council)
Claire Massey

(LCC Corporate HR)

Aiden Murphy

(LCC Policy)

Vladimir Pejcinovic
(Hyndburn Borough Council)

Lydia Plackett

(ED Theme Programme Manager)

Khalid Saifullah

(Business Link North West)

Jo Turner

(LCC – ED)
Mark Willett

(CXL)


Apologies:
Paula Huber (West Lancs BC), Tim Kenyon (Learning & Access), Rebecca Lawler (Rossendale), Jon Powell (Lancaster University), Stephen Smith (Fylde BC), Rob Grigorjevs (Hyndburn Borough Council), Andrea Dixon (LCC Adult & Community), Rona McFall (Regenerate), Imtiaz Shah (Pendle Borough Council), Nikki Bell
(LCC – Finance), Ann-Marie Morgan (LCC – Corporate HR)

1. Welcome & Apologies 
Lydia Plackett (Economy Theme Lead) opened the meeting and asked partners to introduce themselves to the group.  
2. Review of Notes & Actions from previous meetings/Matters arising
Item 3: LP Made reference to the audit, advising that the E10a and E10b audits have taken place, E4 audit will be later today (UPDATE – all went well!). Some concerns were raised about the validity of evidence particularly against E10b, but no formal feedback has been received to date.

Item 4: SD asked if there was any update on the LEP – none reported.
The draft notes of the last meeting on 12th October 2010 were agreed as a true record.  

3. Update of review of the Lancashire Partnership
Presentation attached from Aiden Murphy.

The Lancashire Partnership Board commissioned Greengage Consultants to undertake a review of the Partnership. The recommendations of the review were to both simplify the Partnership's structure, creating a Public Service Board and to focus that Board on delivery through a series of Task and Finish Groups. The full report of the study is attached. There were a number of questions from the group regarding the legitimacy of the new Public Service Board, such as where does it get its mandate etc. 

4. ED Theme
LP opened a discussion about the future of the Economic Development Theme Group – it could be a strong delivery group, it could be part of a Local Enterprise Partnership or act as a Task & Finish group for the Public Service Board. There was a good discussion with comments suggesting that the group provides an excellent opportunity to communicate and share good practice, with the potential to fill the gap left by the Lancashire Economic Partnership, but the group does need a purpose, it needs a function and to know its' role.
Adrian Adcock – Skills Funding Agency (SFA) advised that since the Coalition Government had revoked the LAA, there are no specific targets that need to be reported to central government. In the future SFA will also have fewer directives so providers need to work in partnership setting their own priorities and agendas. AA said that the Economic Development Theme Group is a good central forum that can work within the Local Enterprise Partnership framework on this agenda.
There was general agreement that the economic development theme group provided a much needed forum for:

· The exchange of information;

· Partners to share knowledge, disseminate legislation and inform each other of relevant changes in practice, delivery etc.
· Sharing of best practice;

· A learning forum;
· A place to discuss and agree the 'Big Issues' facing the County;

· A forum which can engage with a Local Enterprise Partnership either as a delivery partner or as a Task and Finish Group;

It was also agreed that the strength of the group was that it had brought partners together and in doing so had increased organisations and individuals' skills and knowledge.

Some partners reported a sense of loss for the Forums developed by Lancashire Economic Partnership and wondered if this group could pick up some of that work.

It was generally agreed that the demise of the National Indicators presented an opportunity to tackle economic issues differently but that the group would need to work through what those issues were.

The next meeting will take place in January (please note change of date to Monday 24th January). Partners are asked to consider:
1. "What do you/your organisation want from the theme group?"

2. Draft Aims and Terms of Reference for the group. 

3. Suggest a name for the group

5. Any Other Business
Partner Updates – JT advised that the partner updates will be sent out with the notes.

· Items for next meeting:
· Update of LEP

· Update of National Skills Strategy

· The Single Work Programme

6. Dates of future meetings – all 10 am – 12 noon.
10 am
Monday 24th January 2011

Cabinet Room D, County Hall
10 am Tuesday 5th April 2011


Cabinet Room D, County Hall

10 am Tuesday 5th July 2011


Cabinet Room D, County Hall

10 am Tuesday 4th October 2011

Cabinet Room D, County Hall
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