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Lancashire Local Area Agreement

Economic Development Theme Group
Tuesday 25th May 2010 at 10am – 12 noon 
Committee Room D – Lancashire County Council, County Hall, Preston
Notes & Actions
In attendance:

Angela Callagher

(Preston City Council)

Steve Dean

(Chair – LAA Economy Theme Lead/LCDL)

Alison Davies

(Burnley Borough Council)

Rachel Dyer

(Lancashire Probation)
Ian Filbin

(LCC – LAA)

Ann Fitzgerald

(UCLAN)

Paula Huber

(West Lancs Borough Council)

Charlotte Iddon

(LCC – Corporate HR)

Keith Launchbury

(Preston City Council)
Carol Melia

(Jobcentre Plus)

Barrie Moreton

(LCC – LAA)
Anne-Marie Morgan
(LCC – Corporate HR)

Kulli Paddan

(Wyre Borough Council)
Lisa Quinn

(LCC – LAA)

Peter Scott

(Skills Funding Agency)

Imtiaz Shah

(Pendle Borough Council)

Stephen Smith

(Fylde Borough Council)

Mike Townson

(LCC – LAA)

Jo Turner

(LCC – LAA)
Mark Willett

(CXL)


Apologies:
Andrea Bennett (Lancashire Probabtion), Phil Russell & Joey Smith (LCC – LAA), Raeleen Duthoit (Lancashire Work-Based Learning Executive Forum), Michelle Arthur (Preston CC), Tim Kenyon 
(LCC – Learning Access + Policy), Paul Pinnington (Government Office North West), Anne Ainsworth (LCC- Policy), Cath Burns & Nuala Lewis (Chorley Borough Council), Jennifer Clough (South Ribble Borough Council), Bill Kindon (Lancaster City Council), Ian Lapping (Jobcentre Plus), David Presto (Rossendale Borough Council), Khalid Saifullah (Business Link North West), Melissa Watts (Ribble Valley Borough Council), Mike Damms (East Lancs Chamber of commerce), Ian Lapping (Jobcentre Plus), Jon Powell (Lancaster University) and Alan Roff (UCLAN).

1. Welcome & Apologies 
Steve Dean (Economy Theme Lead) opened the meeting and asked partners to introduce themselves to the group.  
2. Review of Notes & Actions from previous meetings/Matters arising
Item 2.2.3)
Barrie Moreton (LCC – LAA) thanked partners for their feedback on the Beacon Legacy and advised this will be maintained and updated on a regular basis.
Item 3)
Barrie Moreton (LCC – LAA) a paper was circulated – Lancashire MAA Partnerships Future Jobs Fund Update, reference Lancashire activity and progress across the three MAA's. 
As a result of the Government’s May 24 2010 announcement on Cross-Government Efficiency Savings, Ministers have decided that no further bids to the FJF will be approved for funding.  This will save the Department for Works and Pensions £290m and is part of the Department's £575m contribution.  Kulli Paddan (Wyre Borough Council) advised that the Fylde Coast MAA would not be delivering the next traunch of their FJF programme.

Peter Scott (SFA) advised he has a new contact email which is Peter.Scott@skillsfundingagency.bis.gov.uk


Ian Filbin (LCC - LAA) thanked all district partners for their end-of-year Spatial Footprint comments.
With amendments at: 
Page 4 – Burnley Borough Council is a partner in the Business Enterprise Development Program which has now secured European Regional Development Fund for a public realm scheme to develop and improve the area around the Burnley College/UCLAN site, but are awaiting the offer letter, which was held up by PURDAH.
The draft notes of the last meeting on 20th April 2010 were agreed as a true record.  

3. District & Partner Updates
Pendle Borough Council (Imtiaz Shah) – PBC have secured funding for mental health ‘first aid’ training to reduce absenteeism. The first intake starts on 15th & 16th June 2010, there has been an excellent response and there is funding available to train 240 employees in SMEs.  MPBC is now making progress on the Town Centre initiative, starting with the new road which will be built in 3 phases. PBC and Job Centre are plus organising two 'jobs/opportunities fair' events to encourage new carers in July and August.
Burnley BC (Alison Davies) – Pleased to announce that Burnley Local Strategic Partnership have made savings to 'create' an additional 12 months working neighbourhood funding, to continue the work of Evolve etc.

Wyre BC (Kulli Paddan) – The Fish Park project is progressing with the funding strategy currently out to consultation with external consultants and LCDL to look at opportunities. Also, a pre project consultation is being done around the design of the Park. WBC disappointed to lose FJF, had done the groundwork and placed 25 of the 64 offers, including one young person in the regeneration office. Global Renewables site has now opened in Thornton, with 120 new jobs and more to follow. Steve Dean (Economy Theme Lead) suggested WBC talk to mid-Lancs FJF cluster to see if links can be made.

Fylde BC (Stephen Smith) Rural Development Programme for England Project with Wyre & Lancaster Councils continues. Beginning to deliver Revitalising Town Centre Project in both Lytham & St Anne's town centres.  Interviews were held on 24th May 2010, for the Fylde Strategic Development Manger post to manage the Golf Open 2012, this post will co-ordinate a £1m investment in highways and infrastructure to accommodate the event.
Lancashire Probation (Rachel Dyer) - Expecting the Work Start SLA will be signed within the next few weeks. National Offender Management Service (NOMS) have announced the next European Social Fund (ESF) bidding round which will offer funding to December 2014.
UCLAN (Ann Fitzgerald) – Steve Dean (Economy Theme Lead) has a meeting with the Vice Chancellor looking at opportunities to work together.

Skills Funding Agency (Peter Scott) – Colleagues are unsure what is happening across the service as announcements are being made over the next few days/weeks, but are hoping for an update soon, as the first traunch of funding to end is July 2010. 
SFA have been engaged with Global Renewables and have supported 148 people through training, of which 26 have started work and 35 have been offered a start date.  Their Leyland Plant is due to open August 2010.  Steve Dean (Economy Theme Lead) suggested that a conversation takes place with Corporate Communications to highlight/celebrate South Ribble and Wyre's partnership working.

CXL (Mark Willett) – Been working with Social Enterprise Solutions to deliver 150 Future Jobs Fund jobs in Lancashire on behalf of 3SC (national contractors). CXL have engaged with 83 young people offering mentoring and in-work progression and are supporting a further 60. 
Preston CC (Keith Launchbury) – Keith was at a business breakfast this morning with 70 plus attendees. He drew attention to the previously circulated data set produced annually by the Centre for International Competitiveness at the University of Wales Institute, Cardiff.  He is very interested in how other people read these figures and the extent to which they feel the 2010 Index helps to give additional context and perspective to the Economy Big Ticket work.  Copies of the documentation are attached for reference.

 
Jobcentre Plus (Carol Melia) – JSA numbers continue to fall with a 4.1% drop in the month. Young Person's Guarantee will continue to March 2011. The current £1,000 recruitment subsidy voucher will end on 30th June and employers will then have one month to claim (this will save £30m). DWP is launching the Single Work Program which will make things simpler, but there is no clear picture yet of how the program will look. LEP monitoring is now going to bi-monthly.
West Lancashire BC (Paula Huber) – pleased to announce that WLBC is now a member of the Lancashire & Blackpool Tourism Board and now looking at joint publicity with partners through the Rural Development Programme (RDP). 
Future Jobs Fund (Ian Filbin) – Mid Lancs FJF, has begun filling year 2 vacancies, 37 to-date of the 100 profiled for the first quarter.

LCC Corporate HR (Charlotte Iddon) – FJF allocation of 90 placements all allocated.  Work Start - 143 through the programme of which 88 have progressed into employment; 55% success rate of apprenticeships for Children Looked After and Future Horizons. There's a change of program since the end of E2e looking at foundation learning and now 350 young people completed apprenticeships, with all districts engaged in two-tier working.
Anne-Marie Morgan will make a report to the Chief Executives (June) showing  £1.1m savings for Lancashire County Council from agency spend over the year. LCC Corporate HR are attending NAS presentation this evening with English Civil Service as guests. The regional office for the English Civil Service indicated a strong desire to incorporate Work Start into their recruitment, launching in Preston, but it's early days yet. Thanks to all districts for the SLA's and special thanks to Wyre and Preston where apprenticeships work has formed the basis of the NAS nomination.
LCDL (Steve Dean) Give it a Go Project - a letter is being sent to the twelve District Chief Executives, to highlight the response levels and seeking comment to inform the project review.
Steve Dean (Economy Theme Lead) thanked partners for their updates.
4. LAA 2006-2009 Stretch target Update
Apprenticeships

Lisa Quinn (LCC – LAA) gave apologies for Raeleen Duthoit, Lancashire Work-Based Learning Executive Forum who was unavailable to attend the meeting and update the group on the Apprenticeship Stretch Target.  The update presentation is to be re-scheduled for next theme meeting on 13th July 2010.

Enterprise
Lisa Quinn (LCC – LAA) outlined the two part stretch target

· 2014 new business starts in Lancashire between 01 April 2006 to 31 March 2009
· 1693 of the above businesses sustained for a minimum of 12 months

Latest data captured is 3,040 new business starts of which 1,860 have sustained in business for a minimum of 12 months.  These figures are subject to audit processes and work is continuing with partners to evidence and substantiate.
Big Ticket Issue (BTI)  
Aidan Murphy (LCC Local Area Agreement Co-ordinator) circulated two documents to the group, an Annexe 2 – Outcome of BTI – LAA Economy Workshop – 24 Nov 2009 and a briefing note from Anne Ainsworth and himself.  He advised that there have been a number of developments which have influenced the direction and focus of the BTI since the Annexe 2 was produced.  He recognised that the Lancashire Partnership BTI Economy Workshop on 24th November 2009 concluded that the BTI should focus on high value and high growth sectors in Lancashire (Annexe 2 describes the outcome of this workshop).  

            

Aidan then informed the Lancashire LAA Economy Steering Group that the Lancashire Partnership Executive, had decided to focus this BTI on the Energy Industry; particularly environmental technologies and renewables in the Sub-Region with the emphasis on the nuclear sector.  He said that the Lancashire Partnership Executive is intending to set up a small task group which will include partners from the public sector, the private sector and our University partners working on the nuclear Energy Agenda.  A paper describing this process will be submitted to the next meeting of the Lancashire Partnership Executive in July, and it was agreed that the outcome of that meeting would be reported to the LAA Economy Steering Group.   

ACTION:         Request to circulate an e-version of briefing note to group.
Steve Dean (Chair) thanked Aidan Murphy for attending the meeting and explaining this issue, and separately suggested that it would be helpful if Martin Kelly, Director of Economic Development could be invited to a future meeting of the Steering Group, and that he would ask Martin about his availability for the next meeting in July.

5. Equality & Diversity Strategy
Mike Townson (LCC-LAA) referred the group to the document circulated with the agenda which is an action plan for 2010 - 2011.  Anne-Marie Morgan (LCC-Corporate HR) requested an opportunity to discuss were they may be able to add value.  
ACTION:
Mike Townson/Phil Russell to maintain contact with the responsible officer for each of the identified actions, to ensure the action plan is being delivered.
6. Any Other Business
None
Next meeting on: Tuesday 13th July 2010, 10am – Cabinet Room D, County Hall

Also:
Tuesday 24th August 2010, 10am – Cabinet Room D, County Hall

Tuesday 12th October 2010, 10am – Cabinet Room D, County Hall

Tuesday 30th November 2010, 10am – Cabinet Room D, County Hall





















PAGE  
4
Lancashire Local Area Agreement; 
Economy Theme Group Meeting


[image: image1.png]