Economic Theme Partners

NI 166 Workshop (The Hub 17/11/09)

PRESENT: Barrie Moreton (LAA), Keith Launchbury (Preston CC), David Presto (Rossendale BC), Phil Richardson (VCFS), Nikki Bell (LCC Finance), Ann Fitzgerald (UCLAN), Jennifer Clough (South Ribble BC), Kulli Paddan (Wyre BC), Sarah Yorke (Burnley BC), Malcolm Clarke (Intraining), Khalid Saifullah (Bus Link NW), Cath Burns (Chorley BC), Lisa Quinn (LAA)
PURPOSE:

1. To inform commissioning of Performance Reward Grant activity.

2. Economic development identified as Big Ticket Issue.

3. Workshop on 23rd November, to be led by Nick Briggs.

4. Report back to partnership on 24th November to agree in January 2010.

OVERVIEW: 

Barrie introduced the event as contributing to the development of Big Ticket Priorities, under the Economy Theme of the Lancashire LAA in order for partners to be able to contribute to the workshop on 23rd November to be lead by Nick Briggs and Ged Fitzgerald.

The Economy Theme Group's planned actions for the NI 166 target in 2009/10 are:-

In the light of the impact of the recession, partners have developed some proposals which are included in the half-year report to the Lancashire Partnership.  The proposals for consideration at the workshop by partners are:

· To secure additional support for high growth business programmes through the NWDA's Business Link.

· To stimulate and encourage inward investment, in particular of the high added value businesses.
'ROUND ROBIN':

Barrie Moreton introduced the workshop and drew attention to this indicator being a proxy for GVA, productivity and economic growth.  It is recognised that influencing this target will be extremely challenging but its inclusion is consistent with the Prosperous Lancashire theme of Ambition Lancashire.  The main issue with the Economy in Lancashire is that it is a low wage one………………………Barrie to insert
Cath Burns said that this indicator is about growing a business to enable it to employ more people.
Jennifer Clough added a fey issue is attracting inward investment and marketing of Lancashire and linking to the LEP Investment Group. 

Keith Launchbury commented that this indicator is about making people more important to their employer through NI 163 + NI 165.

OUTCOME:

At the end of the meeting there was broad agreement to the following being adopted as an overall approach:

Khalid Saifullah to look at which sectors and businesses impact GVA and use this information to find an average GVA per employee.  This will help identify the most fertile ground and efficacy of services.  Also, Business Link are looking at Experien data to identify future high growth sectors/businesses.

Through the LEP Investment Group there was a budget/funding available, will this be the case in the new structure?

All the councils need to work together to represent a united front to sell Lancashire.

NEXT STEPS
To circulate the outcome of the meeting to member of the Economic Theme Group to enable those attending the Big Ticket Economy Theme Group meeting on 23rd November to contribute as appropriate.

Barrie Moreton

Programme Manager Local Area Agreement – Economy 

18th November 2009.

